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Hev. John J. Smallwood, D. D., the
subject of this sketch was born at
Rich Square, Northampton County, N.
C., Sept. 19th, 1862, of slave parents. |
He was reared upon one of the larg. |
est cotton farms in Eastern North |
Carolina, working from the time he
was six years old upon this large farm |
until August, 1877, at which time he|
ran away from the old plantation, and !
went to Scotland Neck, Halifax coun- |
ty, N. C. In this county Prof. Small-|
wood commenced his most wonderful
career of study and speech making in:
1879. He mastered the manhood and
courage of true stody and went before
the Hon. Willilam H. Day, the county
superintendent of public instruction
for Halifax county, N. C., and made
application for a certiicate to teach
a public school. Maj. Day was as-
tonished, and although he allowed
“John" as he called him, to come in |
his private room and oceunpy a chair |
while he (Col. Day) was taking his|
usual afternoon bath, he went on with {
an oral examination. Dr. Smallwood
had never gone to school. He hal
been sent from ome of the great In-‘
dustrial schools of Virginia because
he was poor, and had no one to speak
for him. He had been compelled to
study at night while he worked faith- |
fully each day. |

After Col. Day had completed his
oral examination, he then told the‘

|

young future school teacher tg go to
the blackboard. He (Col. Day) stili
arranging his toilet, At this black-|
board, in the office of one of the finest |
scholars, the best !nformed lawyer|
and one of the most brilliant Demo- |
ocratic leaders at the South, gave the |
voung almost discouragel yet deler—|
mined future public school teacher,
traveler, orator, writer and college)
founder and presidert 2 most rigid

mathematical examination. John
J. Smallwood “passed.” Col. Day
shouted: “Johm, I am done; I wlill

give you a first grade certificate to
teach in the public schools of Halifax
county, N. C., as long as vou will be-
have vourself.” Dr. Smallwood bowed
his thanks to Col. and 1o Gen. M, W.':
Ransom, ex-U. 8. Senator, from North
Carolina, and withdrew himsell. Up-
on the following day John J. Small-
wood opened school and
taught school, before he had ever
gene to school. In 1880 fresh from
Shaw University. Dr. Smallwood came
to Virginia to live, where he com-
menced a most brilliant public career
He opposed the late Gen. William
Mahone, then U. 8. Senator. He de-
clared that Virginia could not repudi-
pte her State debt of $13,600000
When the Hon. William E Camron,
late of Chicago, Ill., was nominated
as the Readjuster and Republican ean
didate for Governor in 1881, Prof
Smallwood. then a mere citizen of
Virginia. took the stump azainst Cal
Cameron, declaring “that Virginia
could mo more repudiate her honest
debts than any private cltizen could
repudiate hiz honest debis, and re-
tain his selfrespect and the comfidence
of the best people of his community.™
He canvassed the entire state of Vir-
ginig. In 1882 he again canvasse.
the Second Congressional District
against the Readjuster Candidate for
Congress, and in 1854 this time he
was Instrumental in defeating Read-
justment. In 1884, Nov. 18th, Prof.
Smallwood sall “1 will never make
auother political speech, unmtil T go
to school and learn some sepnse.” Al-|
though at this time he was and Is
called by all who knew him as the
grestest living Negro orstor in thlnl
South-land. |
Hg is often referred to by the Nor-|
folk Landmark, the Petersburg Index- |
Appeal, the Richmond TimesDispatch,
the Raleigh (N. C.) Observer, and the
Southampton Democrat, nln_ys refer
to Dr. John J. Smallwood as the
*Black Cicero,” “The Eloguent Gen-
tlemsan of Color,” “The brilliant schol-
ar and orator” [In. 1884, Nov. 26th,
Prof. Smallwood went to “Old Wes
leyan,” at Wilberham, Mass., He found
himself the only Negro in this great
Institution. He jolned the Philo So-
clety, strictly a white organization
and at once took the lead in paublic
dabates and In social life of the grand
ol school Here Prof. Smallwood
met his devoted friend and teacher,
Hon. John E. Ricketts, L. L. D,
President of Columbia Law School at
145 LaSalle street, Chicago, IIl. Judge

Ricketts took a profound interest In
his pupil of color and encouraged him
and in many ways helped him. The
two gentlemen have grown to love,
honor and esteem each other as
though they were both black men, or
both white men.

In 1888, Prof. Smallwood went to
Europe. He being elected from the

a public

Stats of Massachusetts by an entirely
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white vote to represent the Sunday
schools in the Springfield, Mass., Dis-
trict in the World’s Sunday School
Convention at London, in 1889. Pres
ident Smallwood remained in Europe
for quite ten or twelve months, lectur
ing and preaching. Upon his return
to America he was invited to canvass
the State of Rhode Island for Consti-
futional Prohibition with Gov. Good-
loe, of N. H,, and the late Miss Francis
E. Willard. Threughout New England
Mr. Smallwood was known as the
greatest Negro orator of his day.

JOHN J. SMALLWOOD.

President of the Temperance
Claremont, Virginia.

This great reputation honestly made
caused jealous men to rise up against
him. Slander and prejudice
him to leave New Engiland. In 1850
Dr. Smallwood returned to Europe
Under the Auspices of the Interna-
tional Lecturing Bureau
at a fee of $1.000 per manth,
speaking each night in the week ex
cept Saturday nights. It was my hon
or and pleasure as well as my oppor
tunity to be in Great Britain just at
this time and I found that this young
Negro was the most powerful and clo
quent orator that 1 ever heard. He
is a modest, a plain but a very costly
dresser, with a well shaped head, a
quick strong eve and face. a most pro
found volce, and a manner of polite
ness that will win for him a consuder
ation and a favor at the hands of any
intelligent pecple. President Small
wood, while he was a stuldent at Shaw
University at Raleigh, N. C, was a
class-mate of Prof. N. F. Roberts, D
D, The late Rev. Dr. J. C. Price,
Rev. Dr. Aug. Shepard. Col. Jas. H.
Young and the Hon. Geo. H. White.
ax-M. C., Dr. Bmallwood, in the sum-

cause.l

Azsociation

MRS. ROSA E. SMALLWOOD.
Lady President of the Temperance Industriai and Collegiate Institute,

Claremont, Virginia.

mer of 1886 read moral and ments]

sclence, at the Unlversity of Ottawe.
Then in 1889, summer and fall of that

| much lesy than $50, wpon the west

he”

|

Institute at Claremont, Surry couhty,
Va, with less than tem people and

bank of the James River, within sight
of “0l4 Jamestown.,” where the first
cargo of human slaves landed May
13th, 1620.

By a very shrewd business Jdeal, Dr.
Smaliwood bought of H. H. Chester,
the old Claremont wharf tract of land,

fronting the James River, for the sum |
of §7000. The acquisition of this
James River property by Negroes,
for the purpose of bullding a Negro
college for Negroes, where once the
Auction Block stood, where slave
ghips anchored, made the white cltl-r
zens angry. In sixty days after Dr.|
Smallwood bhad made the purchase
his saw-mill, grist-mill, plagsing ma-

Industrial and Collegiate Institute, |

chine, his blacksmith shop, and his
carpenter's shop, with four nice build-
ings, burned, a loss of $5,900.
At the same time a most shameful
cowardly attack was made ypon Pres.
ident Smallwood and his Institution,
the New England press that had been
his friend and praised bhim, turned

were

against him in a single nizght Yet
this great man, retalned himself
closed his mouth and went on with

hns hrdlutaolhdrinlMToits.au. Hsl _Sn
his life work, until today he has given
the willful lie to every attack made
upon him and his most useful bass
Jife and that of his beautiful accom-

plishments The Tetiperance lndus-|
trial and Coliegiate Institute Is a|
plain, self-sustaining, Negro school. |
Greek, Latin, science, German aod

French are taught whenever the Ne

gro hoy or girl enters its humble doors !
desiring to study either sclentific
farming, sclentific cooking, scientific
dressmaking and careful Jomestic
trainings are given much attention and
taught here carefully. | saw a ciass
of four girls. ladies of culture, bearing
and lesrning. leave (hat Institution |

June, 1902, who had studied science.
higher mathematics and Latin. I bave
not in all of my forty years of College

yvear, he read moral and mental | life teaching and travel seen [a these
sclence under Prof. L. Delonto, at| United States a better, a purer and ¢

Trinity University, England Here he
received the degree of Ph. D., but his
wonderful modesty would never allow
him to be called “Dr." not until his
own good friends forced the title on
him.

Prof. John J. Smallwood, in the face
of the greatest possible opposition,
bitter enmity and great embarrass-
ment, founded Oect. 12th, 1892, The

more carefully trained set of young
people than those found in the Tem-
perance, Industrial and Collegiatc
Institute, under the remarkable dis
cipline of Dr. Smallwood, and his
most beautiful wife, Mrs. Rosa E
Smallwood, Lady President Mrs.
Smallwood is a great admirer of ber
most brilliant husband. She shoul-
ders all of his burdens, and often ll"

slde under his. trying clrcumstances.
Bhe Is a most brilllant essayist, a
fine poetess, a Democratic hostess, and
& bormm scholar, as is her husband.

She i very fair for a colored lady,

while her husband is somewhat dark.
They are both tall and very graceful
anJd pleasant in manner, and attrac-
tive in conversation. They are both
born teachers but never advertised
themselves as such.

The Temperance, Industrial and Col-
legiate Institute, is solving the “Race
Problem™ at Claremont, and in Surry
County, Ga.,

History of the institute.

The Temperance, Industrial and Col-

legiate Institute was founded October!
12th, 1892, by the Rev. John J. Small- |

wood, the institution is non-sectarian
and mnon-political, but strictly moral
religious. The purpose of the Insti-
tution to teach the Negro self-rellance,
race pride, and practical trade, to es
tablish, as financial conditions permit,
various Industrids, house cleaning and
scientific cooking. gemeral laundry
work upon a general business scale.

Typewriting and shorthand will be
taught during the winter and spring

| tefms of the present school

It 1z also a hope for the rebullding
of the saw mill, that was destroyed
by fire. A saw mill would give to the
young men and boys an opportunity
to work—which would enable them
to assist in paying their own way.
It is boped during the present school
year to open again the matress fac-
tory, even though it can only do but
little along this line. A good mat-
tress factory would pay the institu-
tion.

Having a good saw mlill, the insti
tution would be enabled to saw its
own lumber, which would enable it to
build more easily its own buildings.

The institution has suffered a great
many years, because of its embarrass
ment and the Iack of needed indus-
tries and for the want of money to
establish various branches of trale.
Although the institution has behind it
no special church organization, it has
lived from 1892 to 1903, under the
most trying and embarrassing cir

| cumstances. I
Four hundred and ninety-eizht stu- |
dents have passed in and out of the

institution since '92. Fifty-nine men
have bought farms, seven have become

| ministers of the gospel, four black.

smiths, twelve school teachers, one
a lawyer, two doctors, and three car-
penters, elght high schoul teachers
and hotel walters,
lecturers, seventeen tradesmen of var-
fous kinds, nine home owners in citles
in North Carolina, Virginia and Mary-
land, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

The institution is in great need of |

more substantial bulldings. A good
dormitory, 95x55 feet, four-story, for
the giris and a building 65x45 feet for
the boys, fourstory. In the girls
buildings a good laundry and a spe-
cial sclentific couking and a house
keeping department for the purpose
of teaching scientific cooking and
house cleaning.

The (nstitution has a good farm
fronting the James river, upon which
is cultivated corm, potatoes and vege
tables. The frults are canned by the
institution and the work on the farm
is carried on by the officials and the

| students of the institution.

The sewing and dressmaking depart-
ment has already commenced to pay
for itself. The farm has for years
produced corn enough for bread and
stock feed. Sclentific farming s be
ing made a specialty for the present
school year.

The institution for the past eleven
years has lived upon (ts merits. It
has sought to attend to I's own mis
slon as it saw fit and as God has
called it into existence.

In politics as in church creeds Dr
: . ! s an indejendent man in
his views.
his principles, and a most learned man

ubjects. Strange in-
Jeed it, that the Negro has always

| produced great men as the white

race, that could never push thruougn
dishonor to fame, as some weaker
men seek to do
Rev. Dr. John J.
Smallwood for thirty six years |
owned as a slave his aged, but good
mother., 1 have never known this
Negro, to be naught but the brave,
manly, moral, Christian geatleman
wation for the
Negro meets my personal approval
The Negro is just the same as any
other human social. He must be
taught human greatness before he
can become great
I call him Doo
tor Smallwood because he is a sehol
ar In the full sense of that word, he
is a gentieman. He ls a Christian anJ
educator.
Dr. Bmallwood sald to the writer a
few days ago, while on a visit to the
Temperance, Industrial and Colleglate

two temperance |

Very Democrstic in all of |

in my lfe: I have thought all me.
| honest. | have found some jealous,
mean, willful, aly and always read)
to siander their fellow man. Then |
| once went In Jebt to buy school prop-
erty. [ will never do that again. [ am
paying off as fast as | can all of the
debts of the Temperance, Industrial
and Collegiate Institute. God forgive
me, 1 will never go In debt again.”
The future usefuiness of the Tem-
perance, Industrial and Collegiate In-
stitute and its courageous President,
is Indeed promlising. Let us all hope
that the Negro race will yet produce

Who is closing his fifth yvear as pas.
tor of St. Mark's church, State, near
47th st. He has malde a most excel
lent record. The work began In
humble surroundings at 135 W. 47th
st., with very little prospect, it has
| now become a most respectable
church enterprise. and on Chrisrmas

gro women ag Is John J. and Rosa E.
Smallwood, who by God's will, are
practical Negro educators and true
of human greatness.

Note.—The above sketch on the life
and work along educational lines of
Johm J. and Mrs. Smaillwood in the
South, wag written by W. L. D. Dato
Adams, L. L. D, ex-Member of the
Virginia Legisiature, ex-Judge of the
Circuit Court of that state and an ex-
Member of the Legislature of 1862
and 1884 in North Carclina, a lifelong
Democrat, an ex-Slave holder and a
of Berlin, Germany.—Edltor.

REV. JOHN W. ROBINSON,

evening its several hundred members
and many friends of the church, pre-
gsented him with an elegant gold
watch. Rev. Robinson is enterpris
ing, progressive, a thorough going
Christian minister and & power for

good in the community,

I T. J. HUNTER.

During the months of January and
February T. J. Hunter 3149 State

easy payments. Do not ask him as to
the kiond or quality of goods he car-

street will give 15 per cent discount! ries, but call up Douglas, phone 2961,

on all gents' suits, or overcoats, lalies’
jackets, skirts, furs, etec. Ladies and
gents suits of every description, cut

'| and made up i n the latest styles on

and tell him what you want His
salesrooms are strictly private and
the best treatment is accorded to all
of his customers,

M. J. BUTLER.

State senator of the Fourth Senatorial district, who, owing to his fair
and honorable record in the Legislature of this State in the past, will
experience no difficuity in being electad as a state senator In 1904




